THE FRENCH PUT TO THE WORSE
those of the first. So they joined the ladders in twos length-
wise, bound them with ropes, and entered the tower of the
second enclosure. Nandraj andMurari Rao with all their forces
fully armed, anxiously waited, and were all ears in order to
enter the fort as soon as the French went in and opened its
door. In the meanwhile Khayrtfd-Din Khan caught sight of
the form of Shah Fatahn'llah Sahib (may his soul rest in peace)
who directed him thus: "Ah! my son, why are you asleep?
Catch hold of the enemy who has entered the fort/' He arose
in great fear from the stupor of his sleep, sent orders to the
sardar of the English troops and other sardars of the army of
sarkar to get ready for action, while he himself marched
with the available men towards the tower whose identifying
marks he had seen in the dream and got up the rampart. In the
meanwhile eighty-five French soldiers had reached the tower
m the second enclosure by means of ladders, and had taken
possession of the cannon there. Others also were trying to
climb up. Suddenly the Khan with great alertness and dexte-
rity fell upon them like a divine mandate and imprisoned about
eighty men who were jin the tower. The armies of the sarkar
and the English marched through the central gate of the fort
and suddenly came between the two enclosures. They opened
fire as well as the door of the fort of death for those who were
collected there. Those who chose to' escape from that danger
fell a prey to the alligators in the ditch. The well-wishers of
the sarkar cleared the fort of the enemy; then with the aid of
lights they were able to find many horsemen and foot-
soldiers moving about in utter confusion and deputed an
army to punish them. They also opened the mouths of the
cannon from above the towers of the fort to blow the trumpet
of destruction for these wicked men. Thus by dawn they made
the earth assume a vermilion colour and the river Kaveri turn
into a river of blood by means of their brave hands. By; the
time when the light of dawn mixed with the red glow of
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